Immuno method. Although the statistical difference between the two immunoassays and electrophoresis was significant, most patients showed no difference in clinical interpretation of the results. 
We applied a simple sodium dodecyl sulfate-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis method to urine. The method, developed for serum protein analysis (Clin Chem 1984;30:475-9), has a high sample throughput and gives excellent resolution with unconcentrated urine. It clearly distinguishes and characterizes proteinuric urine (7.5 L) by Coomassie Blue staining and gives complex silver-stained patterns with nonproteinuric urine (2 giL). The former is recommended for routine clinical screening, the latter for research purposes. 
Materials and Methods

Reagents
Results and Discussion
Representative SDS-PAGE patterns of unconcentrated urine are shown in Figure 1 . Coomassie Blue staining, after electrophoresis of 7.5 L of sample, was adequate to confirm the enhanced protein content of proteinuric (Uristix-posi-
tive) urines
and reveal their characteristic "tubular" and "glomerular"-type protein-distribution profiles ( Figure 1A ).
This staining method revealed only traces of albumin,
transferrin, and Tamm-Horsfall mucoprotein in nonproteinuric urines ( Figure IA) . However, when stained with silver ( Figure 1B ), 2 L of these urines revealed proteins in the IgG, haptoglobin, transferrin, albumin, a1-acid glycoprotein, and Tamm-Horsfall mucoprotein banding positions. (The latter two proteins stained more strongly with silver than with Coomassie Blue, relative to albumin and transfer- (Figure 1.8) .
The method is undoubtedly of higher resolution and sensitivity than alternative SDS-PAGE methods (1-7) ; e.g., silver reportedly detects only traces of albumin and Tamm-
Horsfall mucoprotein in unconcentrated nonproteinuric
urine (7) . Furthermore it is better suited to the routine clinical laboratory because of the high sample throughput (200 samples per batch of 15 identical precast polyacrylamide gradient gels) and because it avoids (a) sample concentration (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) , (b) cumbersome casting of multiple cylindrical gels (2, 5) or discontinuous stacking/layered separation gels (1, 3, 6, 7) , and (c) expensive or technically difficult silver stains (6, 7) ; i.e., Coomassie Blue staining is adequate for most clinical purposes. In conjunction with silver staining, the electrophoretic method provides a research tool of unprecedented sensitivity for assessing kidney function in health and disease.
